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 A.12 

Airport Environs 

The Astoria Regional Airport is located within the limits of the City of Warrenton, Oregon.  
Because the operation of an airport influences surrounding land uses, and adjacent land uses have 
an influence on the operation of an airport, it is critical that any airport planning study gain an 
understanding of existing and proposed land use types in the area near that airport.  The 
following text and illustrations describe existing land use, existing zoning, and future land use 
within the airport environs. 
 
Zoning 

As part of the State of Oregon’s growth management law, the City of Warrenton has adopted an 
Urban Growth Boundary (UGB).  This boundary limits land development beyond a politically 
designated area to protect open space, curb sprawl, or encourage redevelopment of land within 
the City by setting criteria for different types of land uses to be developed within certain zones.  
In conjunction with the zoning ordinance, the City has also adopted a zoning map that divides 
the city into different zones consistent with the zoning ordinance.  Astoria Regional Airport, 
designated as a general industrial use, is located inside both Warrenton’s city limits, and its 
Urban Growth Boundary.  The shoreline areas north and east of airport property are designated 
with aquatic natural zoning.  The land west of the Airport is designated primarily for commercial 
uses, along with some residential and industrial zoning.  South of the Airport, the majority of the 
land is outside of the City of Warrenton and is rural in nature.  To a great degree existing zoning 
patterns match existing land use patterns.  Existing zoning within the vicinity of the Airport is 
shown in the following illustration entitled GENERALIZED EXISTING ZONING. 
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 A.14 

Financial Inventory 

The primary goal of this task is to gather materials that summarize the financial management of 
the Airport.  In addition, it is important to develop an understanding of the financial structure, 
constraints, requirements, and opportunities for airport activities as related to the development of 
a Capital Improvement Program (CIP).  The documents that have been gathered and reviewed 
for this financial inventory will be used to formulate a reasonable and financially sound CIP with 
which to fund projects identified in the master planning process.  
 
With this goal in mind, the Airport’s budget statements have been gathered for fiscal years 2000 
through 2004.  In addition, Federal and state capital improvement grant information is being 
compiled, including current funding policies.  The Airport’s current five-year Capital 
Improvement Program will also be reviewed. 
 
The Airport is operated as one of the cost centers of the Port of Astoria.  It generally operates as a 
financially independent entity from other port functions; however, the Port does provide general 
fund support when needed.  As identified in the budget documentation, major sources of 
revenue for the Airport include lease income, fuel sales, and grants.  Major expenditures include 
outside repairs and services, operating materials and supplies, resale fuel, utilities, capital expense, 
and interest. 
 
 
Summary 

The goal of this chapter is to provide general background information pertaining to the Airport, 
its aviation-operating environment, its physical surroundings, and its financial situation.  The 
Inventory chapter is vital from the standpoint that it will be used as a reference in the analysis and 
design process that is required to prepare the Airport’s future Development Plan. 
 
The next step in the planning process is to formulate forecasts for the quantity and type of future 
aviation activity expected to occur at the Airport during the forthcoming 20 years. 




